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THE FIGHT BACK, VENTILATORS NEEDED, SONGS FOR SOAP
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British people face months of living our lives differently in the
fightback against COVID-19, the iliness caused by the coronavirus.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson has urged F -

people to work from home, not to travel
unless they need to and to avoid places like
restaurants, cinemas and theatres. As you
know, schools are closing too to prevent
the virus spreading, but will stay open for
children whose parents work in the NHS
and other emergency services.

One of the other key parts of the prime
minister’s battle plan is for older people to
shield themselves from others by staying
home alone for 12 weeks. This is because
the over-70s aren’t doing so well with
COVID-19, with this age group most at risk
of dying from the illness.

The good news is that, even among the
elderly, nearly everyone survives unless they
have other serious health problems already.
The illness is generally mild in younger adults
and children, no worse than a cold.

Earlier this week, Mr Johnson said
anyone who lives with someone who has
a cough or a temperature should stay at
home for 14 days. This is to stop their
iliness spreading, in case it’s caused by the
coronavirus.

The virus was first found in China on 31
December. Since then it has spread around
the world. Now, countries across the globe
are at war with it.

CORONAVIRUS

VENTILATORS NEEDED

In countries affected by the
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breathe. Lots of factories are now trying
to use their machines to make ventilators
instead of their usual products.

In Italy, a hospital that ran out of
ventilator valves was contacted by a 3D
printing company, who designed and
printed 100 in 24 hours for them.

BRACKLEY, UK

Hand-washing technique
with soap and water
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Open your eves. look up
to \ e skies and see

' just a poor boy, | need
no sympathy
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Because Im easy come,  Any way the wind blows
easy go, e high,ftle doesn't eally matter to

Mama, just killed a man

Put a gun against his
head, pulled my trigger,
now he's dead
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Mama life had just begun  But now I've gone and
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Mama, ooh, didn't mean
to'make you cry

arry on as if
nmhmg really matters

iffm not back again this
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Bohemian Rhapsody

Queen
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GLOSSARY
ventilators — Machines that help ill people to breathe by 3D printing — The process where a 3D printer
pushing air into the lungs makes a solid object from a computer model.

valves — A valve opens and closes in order to control the The object is built up by the printer layer by layer

flow of gas or liquid

B Look at the article ‘The fight back’.

1. What is the name of the illness caused by the new coronavirus?

2. If anyone in a household develops a cough or temperature, what needs to happen?

3. Look at the first two paragraphs. What word means ‘strongly advised’?

4. What does the journalist describe as “good news”?

5. Find two examples of language that make our efforts to curb the coronavirus seem like a battle.
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6. If you were talking to your granny, grandad or another elderly person you know, what would you tell them now you have
read this article?

H Look at the article ‘Ventilators needed’.

7a. What does a ventilator do?

7b. There is a lack of ventilators in Italy, a country badly affected by the coronavirus. How are companies helping out?

How they are helping

Factories

A 3D printing company

H Look at the article ‘Songs for soap’.

8. What brilliant idea has William Gibson come up with?
9. Do you think his idea is going to help much in the fight against this virus?

B Consider all the news articles.

All around the world, people are being asked to make major changes to their lives. How has your life changed so far?

10a. Do you have any worries or questions about the coronavirus that you would like to discuss with the grown-ups in your life?
Make a note of them, and then discuss them.

10b. Make a list of interesting, positive and creative things that you can do at home while you are not at school.
PS — First News would like to know what you’re up to at home —send your pictures and stories to newsdesk@firstnews.co.uk!



